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Objectives:

The history of Early India is a crucial part of Indian history. It is a base for
understanding the entire Indian history. The course is aimed at helping the student to
understand the history of early India from the prehistoric times to the age of the Mauryas. It
attempts to highlight the factors and forces behind the rise, growth and spread of civilization
and culture of India along with the dynastic history. It also attempts to help the students to
understand the contribution of Early Indians to polity, art, literature, philosophy, religion and
science and technology. It also aims to foster the spirit of enquiry among the students by

studying the major developments in early Indian history.
Unit I: Early India: Sources and Prehistory [12]

(a) Importance of Early History

(b) Sources and Tools of historical reconstruction — Archaeology (Material remains),
Epigraphy (Inscriptions), Numismatics (Coins), Literary Sources, Foreign
Accounts

(c) Palaeolithic, Mesolithic, Neolithic and Chalcolithic Cultures: A Brief Review

Unit Il: Harappan Culture: Bronze Age Civilization [12]

(a) Geographical Extent, Town Planning, Trade, Religious Practices
(b) Art, Crafts and Technology: Pottery, Seals, Beads, Images, Terracotta Figurines

Metallurgy, Script and Decline

Unit llI: Vedic Culture, Religious Protest: Jainism and Buddhism [12]

(a) Vedic and Later Vedic Culture: Original home, Tribal Polity, Social Divisions,
Rituals and Philosophy
(b) Jainism and Buddhism: Causes of Origin, Doctrines, Contributions and

Importance



Unit IV: Emergence of the Mahajanpadas and the Age of the Mauryas [12]

(a) The Mahajanpadas, Rise and Growth of the Magadhan Empire
(b) The Age of the Mauryas: Chandragupta, Ashoka and his policy of Dhamma

(c) The Mauryan Administration, Economy, Decline and Significance
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Semester-Il|

Early India: Post Mauryan Age to the Rashtrakutas

Objectives:

The history of India after the Mauryas is very important to understand the
developments in early India after the Mauryas, which finally led to the transition to medieval
India. The course is aimed at introducing the students to the developments in different parts
of India through a brief study of regional kingdoms up to the tenth century C.E. It attempts to
highlight the consequences of the foreign invasions, particularly on the polity, economy,
society and art and architecture. The attempt is also to instill the spirit of enquiry among the

students.

Unit I: Central Asian Contacts and the Age of the Shung-Satvahanas [12]

(a) The Indo-Greeks, The Shakas, The Parthians, The Kushanas: Economy, Society,
Religion and Culture
(b) The Age of Shung-Satvahanas: Polity and Administration, Society, Economy,

Culture
Unit Il: Early History of South India [12]

(a) Period of Sangam Literature —Society and Culture, early polities

(b) Economy: Towns, Trade and Crafts
Unit lll: North India: Gupta and Harshvardhan [12]

(a) The Gupta Empire — Brief Political History, Administration, Society, Trade,
Science and Technology

(b) Harshvardhan: Administration, Religion, Education

Unit IV: Regional Kingdoms: A Brief History [12]

(a) The Chalukyas, Pallavas, Pandya - Struggle for Supremacy over Peninsular India
(b) Rashtrakutas, Palas, Parmaras- Tripartite Struggle

(c) Literature, Religion, Art and Architecture

kkkkkkkkkkkkk



Savitribai Phule Pune University Pune

Syllabus in History for FYBA under CBCS from the Academic Year 2019-20

Under the Faculty of Humanities
Total Credits: 03
Semester-l Early India: From Prehistory to the Age of the Mauryas

T 9T IR w1e d HHHa
Sfear:
T AAT=T g™ g7 THora Wi Sfagrar=T dTqerT Hgaar=r 9T g, HIE0r ar
TYOT AT STAgTETS TR e HLOITETST AT AT, BT IU% A== i=r ymfagras #1e O

AT FTBTIda=aT SMAgmET ATFA gIvaT=aT IZTH TATT Tl 3Tg. ATLA T qeIdT SAor Heheh)

TEF TS T AT=AT I ATCOT FARTHTeAT FOMSd ST SHeahia? Mol STRvgT=T Jad
FAAT g, TAATSET TShT AGEAT, FAT, AIGed, Tedsd, ¥, s ofor d==ae a7 Aty
HEATAT ATATETST TTLHF HBTAA ATLAATT [QeredT TRIEETET I=T Fied 07T 3297 Tg.
A A SagraT=aT A maEr Aersatadie =g axiar ST a0m=T T9a@ Faar e,

T | - TN WA qTe ST TR grias fle [12]
(1) T EfgraT 7Ee

@) zfgEm=r @ - [WaeE (@few sEaw), sew (oo, TEeE 1),
ATOTRLTTE (FATOT), AT AT, TR T AT

() TETITIOT IRT, HETATITOT IRT, TATSH T ATTOT JTHATITORRN Heha T
Tferg smerar

e || : G €EhdT ; HIEALINT Ty Iar [12]
(31) sTITere fareqme, SRree==T, =T enfor e Sdiiars

() AT, ZETHAT SATTOT AT ST : AT, a7, 7T, i,

AT STTH=AT T, et fordT arfor g



oo | |1 afde dedt, anfie g« S e atg o [12]

(31) AT ITL-ATaH HIBTAA TEFhal: b T, STHIAHT TSTATEIT, THTSE AR,
e ferefy srfor qeasme
(&) ST SATTOT &t e IEATHT Tl Frsheror, TANTET Ao Agear

o |V AETSFISTET ST 70 H1AHTa [12]

(31) HETSAIS, AITL=AT ATHTSATHT 387 ATTor faewme

(@) W FTe : =EE WA, HUTE AR A0 T GFATATTF D10
(F) HTAT= TTHA, TATEEAT, FIH A7 Hged

*kkkkkhkkk

Reference Books: English

1.

Thapar Romila, ‘A History of India’ Vol. I , Penguin Books, New Delhi, 1990

.Jha D. N., ‘Early India: A Concise History’ Manohar Publication, New Delhi, 2010
. Sharma R. S., ‘Rethinking India’s Past’, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 2009
. Thapar Romila, ‘Early India: From The Origins To A.D. 1300’, Penguin Books, 2002

. Raychaudhari Hemchandra, ‘Political History of Ancient India’, University of Calcutta,

Calcutta,1923.

. Kosambi D. D. ‘The Culture And Civilization of Ancient India in Historical Outline’ Vikas

Publication, New Delhi 1993.

. Thapar Romila, ‘Asoka and the Decline of the Mauryas’, Oxford University Press, USA,

1998

. Mahajan V. D., Ancient India, S. Chand & Company Ltd, New Delhi. Reprinted 2019.



9. Basham A. L. ‘The Wonder That Was India, Picador- Pan MacMillan, Reprinted, 2004.

10. Dasgupta Uma, ‘History of Science, Philosophy and Culture in Indian Civilization’,

Longman Pearson, New Delhi. 2011

11. Altekar A. S. ‘State and Government in Ancient India’, Motilal Banarasidas Publishers,
Varanasi, 1949.

12. Mujumdar R. C. ‘Ancient India’, Motilal Banarasidas Publishers, Varanasi, 1952.

13. Daud Ali, ‘Passport to the Past Ancient India’, Rosen Central Publication, New York,
2009

14. K.A. Nilakanta Sastri, ‘History of South India’ Oxford University Press, London, 1958

15.Tripathi Ramashankar, ‘History of Ancient India’, Motilal Banarasidas Publishers,
Varanasi, 1942.

16. Gazetteer of India Vol Il
17. Gazetteer of Maharashtra
18. Wheeler, Mortimer, ‘The Indus Valley Civilization’, Cambridge History of India, 1968.

19. Possehl, G.L., ‘The Indus Civilization: A Contemporary Perspective’, AltaMira Press,
2002.

Reference Books : Marathi

Q. AT ST, 2., WA AT Gl F ¥Aar STAHE Tfeeeher=d, T, 200 %,

3. ITIT TTHAT, STAT EFRAT, SAqATR, T T. AT, LA F JTHAT BSoh, HEET TR, T, 200,
3. AT Y. UA. ‘AT AT T Ufdgrias ®90@r, Aqars, Tl AT, F. FENEE THe, 07, ook,
. TgdT . U, ‘TR A uwere SfRAT wvaTs, w1 UH. . FEWE TH, T, R0 0L,

W OTHT ST, TH., "I LA IR=T aqare, & i, St Ay, g9, oo,

. AT gHEE, © WA AATET o g, THars, Y= qarded sisad, TeEaEd

FATSTHT, TTAHE Tleaheed, T, R0 0 &,

0. 9THT AT, TH., ‘Tweie SRAT AqATE ATEHAT B, FHNTL THTI, T, 20078,



<. qiE- FEY, ' AT AT FHNL TR, IO, 2007,

R, MTILHAT T AT, * T ARATAT Sdard Afeg TleafanT ar3d, Ior, 239,

9o, FWIATEHT UH. ST, “ITHIT ATLATAT TTSTeh T HTHTIOT HIEh i STAgTe- SATTFATITEA ¢ 30y Tad
T FTIT THTART AR,

9 9. TAFOI U, AT, “TTT AT FERAT AT ST, WETLT THTI IO,
¢ 2. AT AT WY

9 3. TORTTEST 9Tad, 'STeTTe SO /A T=T g, g U= Hdr 4o,

*kkkkkkkkkkkkk



Semester-Il
Early India: Post Mauryan Age to the Rashtrakutas
T WIT © I HIAHS T TTFE F(D
Sfeear:

T ATeaT=T 2fAgTe g1 Hid R av=aT TETHIST AT ATHS HIaT=Ht HeaF e HTeoThe

ATAAT ATATA THSTGA HAVATHTST HgeaTaT g, g7 U fE=mAiar #id foma=ar Ieies
TAT=AT S(AQMETET TSI A Fied JUAT=AT I TAN Hicldl g, TSThid AT,
SFATTEIT, THTS, FHeAT AT TATTH ATALNA LT AHAITHS ATA T TTAL TRTLT STH0IATAT
T ATHET AT altg. Hramaiaefie T gRier aredT S0 = el Y9 ATEY FHL0ATT AT g,

e | Heg SiArATeft §aer Arfor RT-AradTgd Hb [12]

(31) AT I, 919, TTFA, FOTT: STFqaeAT, FHTS, &7 A0 Fepat
(F) SITT-ETAATE Fles: TISThTT ST ATV TATEA, HATS, AT, FEpd [

e || FFRror STRaT=T i sfage [12]
(31) T ATGATAT FTAGE : THTST, TEHAT SATTOT TTLTHE TST01T ATET
() STTAET, AZL, SATITL AT gETHAT

e ||| S ARA: [HETHTST ATT0r guae« [12]
(3) T ATUTST: Hier TS Sag, YT, JHT, AT, s sfor dese
() I TATA, & Arfor foreqor

T | V: grefers oy @it sfage [12]

(31) AT, Tootd, TeT — FTTFed 1 ATRATA T THcaT=T T
(F) TEFe, T, TLHATT — BHedi g=

(F) ATEA, &H, FAT AT TATTT

*kkkkkkkkkkkk



Reference Books: English
1. Jha D. N. ‘Revenue System in Post Maurya and Gupta Times’, Punthi Pustak, Calcutta,
1967.
2. Thapar Romila, ‘A History of India’ Vol. | , Penguin Books, New Delhi, 1990
3. Thapar Romila, ‘Early India: From The Origins To A.D. 1300, Penguin Books, 2002
4. Sharma R. S., ‘Rethinking India’s Past’, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 2009
5. Basham A. L. ‘The Wonder That Was India, Picador- Pan MacMillan, Reprinted, 2004.
6. Raychaudhari Hemchandra, ‘Political History of Ancient India’, University of Calcutta,
Calcutta, 1923.
7. Kosambi D. D. ‘The Culture And Civilization of Ancient India in Historical Outline’ Vikas
Publication, New Delhi, 1993.
8. Altekar A. S. ‘State and Government in Ancient India’, Motilal Banarasidas Publishers,
Varanasi, 1949.
9. Jha D. N., ‘Early India: A Concise History’ Manohar Publication, New Delhi, 2010
10. Mujumdar R. C. ‘Ancient India’, Motilal Banarasidas Publishers, Varanasi, 1952.
11. Mahajan V. D., Ancient India, S. Chand & Company Ltd, New Delhi. Reprinted 2019.
12.Tripathi Ramashankar, ‘History of Ancient India’, Motilal Banarasidas Publishers,
Varanasi, 1942.
13. Daud Ali, ‘Passport to the Past Ancient India’, Rosen Central Publication, New York,
2009
14. Dasgupta Uma, ‘History of Science, Philosophy and Culture in Indian Civilization’,
Longman Pearson, New Delhi. 2011
15. Gazetteer of India Vol. Il

16. Gazetteer of Maharashtra



Reference Books : Marathi

. AT L. TA., ‘WAL T (AR T5€d TEAT ATATE S 0. &, STAHE Tieaaner, I,
200¢,

3. TR TATHAT, ‘AT ST, AqATE, TT. T. AT, AT T ATEHAT Bk, HENT TR, T, 200,
3. FIEET T, 1., ‘AT AT GEhdt F F¥Iar STAHE Treaher, 07, R0 0 &.

%, AT S, UA. VT ATLA: T Uldgled ®90@r, Targ, T AT, F. FHRE T, O, ook,

. T gHEE, G WA e Sfaere, Aqang, = G ieE ead, AgHEd
FIIS [T, STAHE TTodhe, T, R0 0 &,

%. 9THT AT, TH., ‘YTHIF A=t T=a SAqars, f&§ar aas, Sdiue A, ja.

0. STHT AT, TH., ‘Tweie SRAT AqATE ATEHAT B, FHNTL THTI, T, 20078,

<. UgAT ST, U, ‘TRET A Uwete S=AT TaTR, Feb UH. Sl FEN TH1e, IO

Q. Tlel- FEQY, ' TTHAT AT FHNT THTIH, To, 200,

9 o, FWIATEHT TH. ST, “ITHIT ATLATAT TTSTeh T HTHTIOT HIEh i STAgTe- SATTFATITEA ¢ 30y T
T FITer TRTO AR

99, ALY T, AT, ¢ I AT SfAgTe dasg TfedtonT graed, o7, 9329,

9. TAFOI . AT, “TTT AT TERAT AT ST, WETLT THTI IO,

93, FRAHATEHT AT, TH., ‘AIAATARANT TGITg’ TTAHT TR, O, 4223,
0. TR A WRgTary

*kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk



